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1. In tro duc tion
In 2020, the “Groupe ment d’intérêt économique” Air bus will cel eb rate
its 50th an niversary. Foun ded on 18 Decem ber 1970, the con sor tium’s
ob ject ive is to co ordin ate the ex e cu tion of a mul ti lat eral in dus trial
co oper a tion pro gramme which was launched in July 1967. In ten ded to
fa cil it ate the mar ket ing of the jointly pro duced air craft, this pro ject
in volved sev eral coun tries (Spain (1971), France, Great Bri tain (1979),
Neth er lands (1970), West Ger many) and their firms (Aérospatiale,
Deutsche Air bus, Casa, Brit ish Aerospace Hawker- Siddeley, Fokker- 
VFW, etc.) in the con struc tion of the A300. This is the first time in the
his tory of civil avi ation that sev eral coun tries joined forces to design,
man u fac ture and mar ket an air craft, ex cept for Con corde, which is
the res ult of an isol ated col lab or a tion between two na tions.
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This highly chal len ging pro ject was quickly con fron ted with the dif fi‐ 
culty of en ter ing mar kets in a sec tor in which there were mul tiple
bar ri ers and in which the United States had a de cis ive in flu ence. The
cre ation of a co ordin a tion struc ture seemed to be a re sponse to the
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com mer cial, polit ical and in dus trial chal lenges that emerged from
this in ter na tional col lab or a tion in the civil avi ation field. After a long
period of stag na tion and eco nomic crisis that per sisted until the
1980s, Air bus fi nally be came an un deni able com mer cial suc cess, pla‐ 
cing it in dir ect com pet i tion with Boe ing. The in ter na tional work shop
sched uled at the Toulouse Uni ver sity between 18 and 20 March 2020
aims to con trib ute to a bet ter un der stand ing of the many is sues (eco‐ 
nomic, so cial, tech nical, cul tural, polit ical, etc.) linked to the de vel op‐ 
ment of the Air bus pro ject between the 1960s and the 1980s. The ob‐ 
ject ive is to de scribe more pre cisely the key ele ments and the most
im port ant steps of the pro ject.

The duo poly built with Boe ing is most cer tainly the res ult of eco‐ 
nomic, tech nical, polit ical, so cial or or gan isa tional de vel op ments that
must be ex amined fifty years later. By ad opt ing an ori ginal per spect‐ 
ive and by as sem bling a plur al ity of con trib ut ors from vari ous dis cip‐ 
lines, wit nesses and act ors of these times, the ob ject ive is to re visit
the major chal lenges faced by the act ors in this in nov at ive in ter na‐ 
tional in dus trial col lab or a tion op er a tion. This em blem atic European
ini ti at ive, which is the res ult of stra tegic polit ical choices, ques tions
Europe's place in high- tech in dus tries, and strategies de ployed by
coun tries and man u fac tur ers for de vel op ing aero naut ics pro grams.
The ob ject ive is also to un der stand more clearly how the part ners,
have man aged to co oper ate in order to face the chal lenge of Amer‐ 
ican com pet i tion, and to de velop pro jects that are sym bolic of the
suc cess of an in dus trial Europe.
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The aim of this work shop, which fo cuses more spe cific ally on the
birth and first dec ades of Air bus’ his tory, is to con tinue the work that
was ini ti ated dur ing the 1990s 1. Un der stand ing the emer gence of in‐ 
dus trial strategies as part of this mul ti lat eral in ter na tional co oper a‐ 
tion op er a tion is a cent ral focus. Four main them atic top ics are pro‐ 
posed, but all pro pos als re lated to the de vel op ment of the pro ject will
be con sidered.
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1.1 Spa tial de vel op ment and con struc ‐
tion of an in dus trial Europe

The Air bus pro ject is an im port ant field of ex per i ment a tion in the
con struc tion of an in dus trial Europe. Ex plor ing this di men sion re ‐
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mains a major issue for the or gan izers of the work shop. A bet ter
com pre hen sion of the dy nam ics of in dus trial co oper a tion by re in teg‐ 
rat ing it into its vari ous spaces, and in par tic u lar into spa tial de vel op‐ 
ment, can be a key focus for ana lysis.

1.2 Pro jects and their tech nical rami fic ‐
a tions
The Air bus A300 is a wide- body twin- engine air craft, the first of its
gen er a tion. If it ob tained its flight cer ti fic a tion in 1974, it was not until
the fol low ing dec ade, and more pre cisely 1982, that Boe ing entered
into a com pet i tion with the B767. The year after was marked by the
entry into ser vice of the A310, de rived from the A300, with a longer
op er at ing range. The aim is to ex am ine the tech nical im plic a tions and
pro gram matic as pects of the co oper a tion car ried out in the frame‐ 
work of Air bus.
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1.3 The act ors in volved in this part ner ‐
ship
Al though the pro ject is man aged by France, the com pon ents as‐ 
sembled come from en gin eer ing and man u fac tur ing sites loc ated in
the part ner coun tries. The com plex ity of this in dus trial struc ture has
con sequences for the ex e cu tion of pro grams. Re gions, firms and
work ers must con sider the changes in the pro duct ive sys tem at local,
na tional and in ter na tional level, in order to en sure that the pro jects
car ried out can be de veloped under the most fa vour able con di tions.
The chal lenges are mul tiple for the nu mer ous act ors in volved in this
in ter na tional co oper a tion ini ti at ive. Un der stand ing their con tri bu tion
is cer tainly one of the cent ral is sues of this in ter na tional work shop.
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1.4 And in other cases? And after?

Far from being lim ited to the Air bus ex ample, par ti cipants will also be
able to focus on other ex per i ences that de velop in par al lel in space
and time. Air bus is part of a com plex and highly in ter na tion al ized in‐ 
dus trial struc ture and has to face many chal lenges. While they may
ap pear at first sight ex ternal, they are in real ity fun da mental to the
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un der stand ing of the lo gics of world avi ation. The primary part ners
and sup pli ers of the com pan ies in volved in Air bus, may also be in‐ 
volved in the call. Fi nally, while the or gan izers wish to focus primar ily
on the first dec ades of Air bus, they do not in tend to ig nore later de‐ 
vel op ments or long- term ana lysis.

2. Or gan iz ing Com mit tee
Magali Bru net (Université Toulouse - III - Paul Sabatier, CEMES- 
CNRS)

Phil ippe Jean- Amans (Université Toulouse - Jean Jaurès, Framespa)

Clair Juil liet (Université Toulouse - Jean Jaurès, Framespa)

Med Kech idi (Université Toulouse - Jean Jaurès, Framespa)

Jean- Marc Olivier (Université Toulouse - Jean Jaurès, Framespa)

Fa bi enne Péris- Raimbault (Musée Aer o scopia, Man a tour, Toulouse- 
Blagnac)

Marc- Daniel Seif fert (Université de Reims, Framespa)

3. Sub mis sion re quire ments and
dead lines
The ab stracts, in French or Eng lish, must be sent to the or gan iz ing
com mit tee be fore 31 Au gust 2019. (300 words or 2,000 signs). They
will be ac com pan ied by a short CV of the au thors. A reply will be sent
be fore 30 Septem ber 2019 to con firm the ap proval or re fusal of the
pro pos i tion.
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A first ver sion of the pa pers, in Eng lish or French, shall be sent to the
or gan iz ing com mit tee be fore 31 Decem ber 2019 (7,000 words, 50,000
signs). A pub lic a tion of the pa pers is planned to co in cide with the
fiftieth an niversary, at the end of 2020. We would like to in sist on the
en gage ment of the au thors to pro duce their texts within the given
dead lines.
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NOTES

1  See for ex ample CHADEAU Em manuel (dir.), Air bus, un succès in dus triel
européen. In dus trie française et coopération européenne (1965-1972), Actes du
col loque du 23 juin 1994, Paris, Éditions Rive Droite, His toire in dus tri elle,
1995, 182 p.  ; BURIGANA David, DE LOGE Pas cal (dir.), L’Europe des
coopérations aéronautiques, Ar mand Colin, Paris, 128 p.

4. Con tact
jm.olivier@univ- tlse2.fr

clair juil liet@gmail.com

med.kech idi@univ- tlse2.fr
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